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The Cultural Connotation of the Thao’s “Owl Story”
Oral Literature
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Abstract

The oral literature of indigenous peoples is an important way for them
to carry on cultural inheritance. This research takes the Thao nationality
of the Ita Thao tribe in Nantou County as the object, and conducts text
analysis and in-depth interviews on the topic of the “Owl Story” which
emphasizes tribal life reproduction. The research objectives are as follows:
Explore the significance of cultural inheritance in the “Owl Story”; analyze
the Thao people’s sense of identity with oral literary stories and cultural
inheritance. With the evolution of the times, this research explores the Thao
people’s contemporary interpretation of the different methods between oral
literature and cultural inheritance. It turns out that the cultural inheritance
meaning in the “Owl Story” includes the “emphasis on high moral integrity”,
“emphasis on life inheritance and reproduction”, and “cultural taboos not to
kill owls.” The people of the tribe also believe that oral literary stories have
a high cultural heritage value, and put forward innovative interpretation
methods such as “annunciation of the bird symbol that emphasizes
educational significance”, “childlike interpretations of picture book media”,
“innovative interpretation of science fiction animation” and other innovative
interpretation methods. Thus, Thao oral literary stories have more diversified
cultural inheritance meanings.
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