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Abstract

By adopting the concept of cultural capital proposed by Lareau’s
extension of Bourdieu’s cultural capital theory as the main theoretical
framework, this study examined three types of parental involvement in their
children’s schooling: (1) Parent knowledge and selection of schools for
children; (2) Parent contact of children’s schools; and (3) Parent participation
in parent’s associations or service as school volunteers. These types of
parental involvement were applied to discuss the association between social
class and parental involvement and thus analyze the effects of parental
involvement on their children’s academic performance and outcome in
educational tracking. By conducting an empirical analysis on data collected
from the Taiwan Education Panel Survey, this study found that fathers with
higher education levels and mothers with higher job statuses had a greater
understanding of their children’s education or school affairs, and thus applied
their knowledge in selecting schools, enabling their children to enter high-
quality educational institutions and achieve high academic performance,
consequently leading to a higher chance of their children entering an

academic track.
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