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Teaching Friendship and Gender Equality:
Implications from Action Research

Wei-Ling Lin" Mei-Hui You™

Abstract

The article provides some discussion on the issues related to the
development of a curriculum focusing on friendship and gender. The action
research was conducted in two eighth-grade classes in a junior high school in
southern Taiwan. The curriculum integrates issues such as gender binariness,
gender expression and gender diversity. Data were collected from teaching
materials, classroom observations, students’ feedback, and interviews with
teachers and students, respectively. The findings of this research are as
follows. First, male students with effeminate traits are relatively unpopular
among their peers. Through exposure to the gender diversity curriculum,
students gained a new understanding of gender expression. Second, boy/
girl friendships are still troublesome for junior high school students, and
often characterized by confusion and difficulty in distinguishing between
heterosexual romantic relationships and friendship. However, through the
novel curriculum, students were able to adopt different perspectives on
friendship, focusing less on gender-stereotyped binariness and more on
values and the intrinsic benefits of friendship. Furthermore, in order to
address students’ misunderstandings surrounding homosexuality, teachers

must deal with issues related to homosexuality when teaching. In conclusion,
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the authors emphasize that the value of this action research lies in helping
teachers solve the problems they face in this regard, and in helping students
to debunk the gender binary myth to develop their peer relations. The results
suggest a gender diversity curriculum is important and the concept of the
gender spectrum is crucial for students to learn. Due to the implementation of
12-year National Basic Curriculum, the authors also suggest teaching about
friendship can be associated with competence-based gender equity education.
Last but not least, enhancing teacher professionalism in regard to gender
equity education about friendship is required, since peer relations are critical
concerns for junior high school students. This research can provide educators

with insights into teaching about issues related to gender and friendship.

Keywords: friendship, action research, gender equity education, integrative

activities learning area
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